This German-posed photo, which appeared in The New York Times on June 30, 1840, seems fo
show the Nbfz in mass production — but only five such tanks were buill, Such propagsnda con-
fusad and frightened the rest of the workd, NYT Pictures,
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ANTHER, Tiger, King Tiger -
P'.hr:i-* were the legendary tanks

of World War II Germany's
vaunted Panzer Korps

But lost in the fog of war is the
first beavy tank built by the Nazis, the
Neubaufahrzeug (Nbfz). It would be
classifled as a medium tank today, but
in the years before the war it was pub-
licized as the flagship of the German
Panzers.

In 1933 the Wehrmacht issued a
contract to Rheinmetall-Boesig of Diks-
selderf for & multi-turret, 20-ton tank
armed with a low-velocity 7.5cm gun
and a 3.7cm antitank gun. The guns in

36 FineScale Modeler

GERMANY"’

FIRST SUPER TANK

The pre-Panzer Neubaufahrzeug

the main turret would be complement-
od by secondary machine-gun turrets.
The first Rheinmetall dmumus
showed a vehicle 6.6m long, 2.19m
wide, and 2.98m tall. Some feamnf-.
such as the driver's cupola and the
suspension components, resembled an
earlier Rheinmetall design for a medi-
wm tank called the “Grosstraktor.”
However, several design 1hang«u
were made before the first two soft-
steel prototypes were built, including a
new rear deck with cowled grilles. The
project was code named “Neubau-
fahrzeug” (new construction vehicle),
The two prototypes were ready for
trials by the end of 1934. The chassis
and suspension passed the tests,

which produced an order for three
more such chassis with proper armor
plating

The complex main turret was
another matter. The combination gun
mount, stacking the two main weap-
ons, was hard to service, and the rail
antenna was outdated. Opening the
rear-hinged turret hatches immediate-
ly exposed the crew to fire, Krupp of
Essen was ordered to design and man-
ufacture new turrets.

By 1835, Rheinmetall had complet-
ed three armored hulls, Krupp's new
turret featured simple lines with most-
Iy Nat surfaces, main weapons mount-
od side by side, a ball-mounted ma-
chine gun in the front plate, and a



Aheinmetali-Borsig's mild-steed pretotype with the sarly main-turret design featuring a frame
aerial, prominent coaxial machine-gun mount, and rear-hinged turret hatches. Note the
machine-gun turrels and stacked main armament. Pholo from the sulhor's collection,

This Nbfz carries s Krupp turret but still has the early-style machine-gun turrets, From the
suthor's collection.

stowable rod antenna at the upper loft
rear. Side hatches were hinged to the
front to shield the crew.

All five vehicles featured secondary
MG13 machine-gun turrets, After the
war started in 1939 the three armored
vehicles’ machine-gun turrets were
upgraded with PzxKpfw | mantlets and
MG34 machine guns. Photes indicate
that the two mild-steel prototypes nev-
er received these refits.

Combat In Norway. The three
armored Neubahrfahrzeugs were

attached to PzAbe zbV 40 (tank battal.
ion, for special employment) and were
shipped to Norway, where they en-
tered action in April 1940,

One Nbfz of PzAbt bV 40, accom-
panied by a PzKpfw II and four
PzKpfw I's, attacked British troops at
Andalsnes and moved through Lille-
hammer back toward Oslo.

Although the German attack was
successful, the Nbiz was destroyed by
its crew afler it bogged down in &
creek bottom near Lillehammer dur-

ing the battle, blocking the advance of
other vehicles — or so the story goes.
The best evidence of the incident is a
photo that showa a widely scattered
wreckage which incJudes parts of an
Nbfz suspension,

After the April campaign the two
surviving Neubaufahrzeugs were sta-
tioned with the occupation forces at
Fortress Akershus in Oslo, and re-
turned to Wuensdorf, Germany, late in
1940,

Tex! contrves o page 410
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RHEINMETALL-BORSIG TURRET




NEUBAUFAHRZEUG

Dimensions: Langth - 6.6m (218" Armor: Turret fromt - 16mm
Width - 291m (99') Superstrecture - 13mm
Haight - 2.88m (¥F) Hell frent — 20mm
Weight: 2341 1me Engine: BMW Va
Armament: 7 5cm KK L24; 3.7om K LAS; Speed: 19 mph
T92mm MG13; two 7 92mm MGM Range: 75 mies
Travesse: 350” (hard operatnd) Maautacturer: Ak 1-Boesly, Dlssel
Elevation: -10° to 422° Prodectian: Two prototypes produced In 1564
Crew: Six e axperimental vehicks In 1935
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Short tour on the Eastern Front.
Operation Barbarossa, Germany's
invasion of the Soviet Union, began on
June 22, 1941 — and ended Jess than a
week later for the last two armored
Neubaufahrzeugs.

Their destruction was witnessed by
an officer of the Soviet 8th Mecha-
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nized Corps, G.1. Penezko. In his book,
War Diary of a Soviet Officer, he
writes that on June 28, in a counterat-
tack at the village of Zablotce, & group
of Soviet KV | heavy tanks encoun-
tered two “Rheinmetall” tanks with
75mm guns. When hit by the KV I
76mm shells, the German tanks disin-

(Abave) The Nbiz Jumbo, not long after
one of its crew was killed in fighting near
Oslo. The Inscription on the turret appears
to memorlalize Feldw. {Sgt. Mal.) Faul-
haber, with the date “25.4.40" noted below
his name. From the suthor's collection,

(Loft) German 1ankers relax with & late-
modal Nbiz at Fortress Akershus in Oslo,
Norway. Photo courtesy of Rudi Ehninger.

tegrated. “What's the matter, are they
made of paper™ he had asked incredu-
ously.

Penexzko had identified the German
tanks from recognition photos, and his
matter-of-fact description of the inc-
dent leaves little doubt about the fate
of the last two Nbfz tanks in combat,

Nbfz smokescreen. The two soft-
metal prototypes ware more success-
ful, serving as training vehicles and
confusing the enemy.

Propaganda photos of these “tanks™
confounded Allied intelligence. The
1941 U.S. Manual TM 30-450, Hand-
book on German Military Forces,
named the Nbfz “PxKpfw V1,” passibly
armed with 105mm and 37mm guns,
weighing 45 tons with 75mm-thick
armor, and carrying a crew of seven or
eight.

Whether this “disinformation” was
produced by German agents or ner-
vous speculation, it was a short-lived
success for the Nbfz. All teo soon the
Allies would gain firsthand knowledge
of German heavy tanks. FsM



